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compensation in his power. He therefore put Ms officers
upon three watches instead of two, as was usual, giving the

command of the third watch to Douglas. He also allotted
him a much larger space than he was entitled to for his
cabin, gave him a seat at his table, and in short shewed him
every indulgence in his power.

The Plassey was a remarkably fast sailer, from which she
had acquired the name of " The Fljing Plassey.'5 In running
down the British Channel we beat all the Fleet, and, as I
was informed, by the time we were abreast the Land's end*
the whole of them were out of sight astern,

Nothing surprized me so much as the flying fish. I had
heard of such fish, but considered it as a mere joke until
immense shoals of them appeared, several at different times
flying against the sails and dropping upon deck, which
afforded us an opportunity of inspecting them closely and
examining the form and texture of the wings. It is a
curious circumstance, and almost induces a belief that
providence has dealt unjustly by this little creature, for
although the peculiarity of wings seems to have been
furnished them as a protection, and that they have the
power of using them while any moisture remains, and so as
to carry them eight hundred or a thousand yards upon a
stretch, yet their principal enemies and pursuers, the
dolphin, which is a very rapid swimming fisii, keep their
eye upon and proceed exactly under them while flying,
and the instant they touch the sea to re-wet their wings,
snap them up by hundreds, They have, too, another
set of equally implacable and active enemies in the air,
various aquatic birds pursuing and eating them up during
their short flights, and thus they run equal risk of destruc-
tion in both elements.

Passing the Canary Islands, the next land we saw was the
Cape De Verds, through the cluster of which, forming a very
pleasant sight, we ran in smooth water and fine weather.
When drawing near the line, we had for several days and nights
successively tremendous thunder and lightning, such as we
landsmen had never before beheld, and, when little windt